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Children lie due to Fear of Punishment
Lying refers to giving untruthful information deliberately. Many people if not all lie to protect themselves or someone else from punishment, obtain a reward, maintain privacy, get out of an awkward situation, protect one's themselves or others from physical harm, and exercise power over others. Children have adopted the behavior of lying for the same reasons in addition to getting what they want, testing new behaviors, enhancing self-esteem and gaining peer and parental approval, and the common case of speaking before thinking. Although it is wrong, children often lie to protect themselves from imminent danger of punishment as discusses in the essay. 
Children lie to protect themselves from the fear of being punished. The normal social interactions of a child provide platforms upon which the basis of a lie is. Lying is a part of a child's egocentric thoughts (Carpedale, 2009). Due to fear of being punished, children find themselves lying about situations to protect themselves. It may be willingly or unwillingly. According to Piaget’s research, many egocentric thoughts originate and manifest without the consent of the child and hence, the deeds of lying might be taking place without the child even knowing about it. In most cases, this occurs in infants 3 years and below. According to the research done by (Rotenberg, 2012), a child’s thought is guided by assumptions and they have no understanding of certain words such as honesty, lies, truth, and many others. Despite these findings, further research also indicates that as children grow, their thinking grows as well and at a faster rate than that of an adult, and at the age of five, a child can clearly distinguish the meaning of words and thoughts. At an advanced level, children have a clear reason for lying and they know the repercussions associated with lying. In the research by (Rotenberg, 2012), children appear in court as witnesses in various cases such as divorce custody, sexual violence, and murder cases. 
Teachers and instructors often threaten children to encourage them to engage fully in-class activities to better their performance. In the short video "the Hobert Shakespear," all the kids claim not to understand Hamlet despite trying to read the text several times. The teacher further explains to the kids what they must do to understand the play. "If you want to be in this play, forget about television and video game craps…” the teacher openly threatens the kids of failure if they are not completely involved in the Shakespeare play.  It is clear that at the age of 10, kids tend to be glued to televisions and video games and put little concentration on school activities (Stuart, 2005). The response given to the teacher by the learners is a clear indication that children lie to protect themselves from punishment. To be on the right side with the teacher, the entire class agreed to fully participate in the play and aside put the television. What happens when the parent or the sibling turns on the TV, will this kid turn away their eye in remembrance of the teacher’s instructions? Therefore, lying is part and parcel of American society and an American child. Parents and teachers though should take not and action against extreme cases of lying as it can develop into a bad habit. 
To conclude, children learn from their immediate environment comprising of parents, teachers, siblings, and friends. Research by Piaget indicates that children below 3 years cannot lie or say the truth either as their communication is guided by egocentric thoughts. Beyond 3 years, a child understands thoughts and can formulate words to speak out either a piece of true information or a lie depending on the situation they are in. children are therefore at liberty to communicate lies out of fear of being punished for their own mistake or those of others. 
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